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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the International Bureau. 

This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

| X | It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 



1 . Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the 
language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



the international search was carried out on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 



With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international search 

was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing : 

| | contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readble form. 



2. 
3. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
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□ 
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the statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

the statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has been 
furnished 

Certain claims were found unsearchable (See Box I). 
Unity of invention is lacking (see Box II). 



With regard to the title, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

[X] the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 

A BUS ARRANGEMENT FOR A DRIVER OF A MATRIX DISPLAY 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

| | the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

Ethe text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box III. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 3 

[X] as suggested by the applicant. [ [ None of the figures. 

| | because the applicant failed to suggest a figure. 

|~| because this figure better characterizes the invention. 
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in the whole text the word "buss" must be "bus" 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -8 as originally tiled 



Claims, No.: 

1-9 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Boxes I- VIII, Sheet 1) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. PCT/US99/1 0227 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: US-A-5 170 158 (SHINYA MASAKO) 8 December 1992 (1992-12-08) 
D2: US-A-5 113 181 (INOUE HIROSHI ET AL) 12 May 1992 (1992-05-12) 

2 Re Item VIII: Certain observations according to Article 6 PCT 

2.1 Claim 1 and some of its dependent claims do not satisfy the clarity 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2.1.1 The term "first bus" [line 9] is introduced. This term implies that a 
second bus exists. Since such a bus is never introduced, it is 
unclear whether or not a "second bus" forms part of the device. 

2.1.2 Claim 1 introduces semiconductor switches each having "a first 
terminal" [lines 7-8] and, furthermore, "a first plurality of 
terminals" [line 9]. In view of the claim it appears that these 
terminals are separate items. This is obscure since the description 
states that signals are communicated between these terminals 
[description, page 2, lines 18-19]. 

2.1.3 Moreover, for similar reasons, it is unclear where a "second 
plurality of terminals" [line 13] is located and whether or not they 
are connected to the second terminals of the switches. 

2.1.4 It is unclear whether the "first bus section" [line 13] or the "second 
plurality of terminals" [line 13] is "extending in a manner to cross 
over said first bus" [lines 14-15]. 

2.1.5 The wording "cross over" [line 15] is only significant when it is 
clear that the arrangement has a two-dimensional, planar 
structure. 

2.1.6 The term "clustering bus arrangement" [line 17] is not further 
defined and, therefore, it does not impose a limitation. 

2.1.7 The relationships in lines 15-18 are unclear ["...extending from [...] 
coupled in [...] to [...] associated with..."]. 

2.1.8 According to the present wording the "column conductors" 
[line 20], which are a part of the display device, also form part of 
the "arrangement". 

2.1.9 Claim 2: It is obscure how (passive) terminals may "develop" 
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(active) signals. Furthermore, the demultiplexer is not defined by 
structural technical features but as a result to be achieved. 

2.1.10 Claim 4: The terms "in a vicinity of" [line 1 1] and "remotely from" 
[line 12] are relative terms which have no pre-assigned, precise 
meaning. Moreover, the term "local clustering bus arrangement" 
[line 14] is not defined (cf. claim 1, point 2.1.6 above). 

2.1 .1 1 Claim 6: According to the present wording, the input terminals of 
the corresponding data line drivers form part of the "arrangement". 

2.2 Claim 7 and 8 and its dependent claim do not satisfy the clarity requirements 
of Article 6 PCT. 

2.2. 1 Claims 7-9 use terms that are different from the terms used in 
claims 1-6. For example, the device of claim 7 comprises 
"clusters of data buses" and "a control bus" whereas the device of 
claim 1 comprises "a plurality of local buses" and "a first bus". 
Moreover, it appears that "a cluster of data buses" in claim 7 is 
equal to "a data bus" in claim 8. This is an inconsistent wording. 
Similar inconsistencies are noted for the terms used for the 
terminals of the switches. 

2.2.2 In claim 7 it is unclear whether the "cluster of data buses" or the 
"data buses" [lines 3-4] itself have ordinally numbered conductors 
and to which numbering lines 6 to 7 refer. 

2.2.3 Claim 7-8: According to the present wording, the "successive data 
lines on said display panel" [claim 7, line 2; claim 8, line 20] form 
part of the demultiplexer. 

2.2.4 Claim 7-8: For the wording "crossover" [claim 7, line 9; claim 8, 
line 30] compare point 2.1 .5 above. 

3 Re Item V: Reasoned statement under Article 33 PCT 

3.1 As far as claim 1 could be understood (cf. item VIII), it would appear that its 
subject-matter is not novel within the meaning of Article 33(2) PCT. 

D1 discloses an arrangement for transferring pixel information with respect 
to pixels arranged in columns and rows of an array of a display device 
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[col. 1, lines 5-19], comprising: 

a plurality of semiconductor switches, each having a first terminal, a 
second terminal and a third terminal [fig. 18, "S/H" = sample-and-hold circuit; 
a sample-and-hold circuit is a special type of switch; see also the note 
below]; 

a first bus [fig. 18, the wires "SCK1...5" extending from the "TIMING 
GENERATOR"] coupled to a first plurality of terminals [fig. 18, right input 
terminals of "S/Hs"] for communicating corresponding signals; 

a plurality of local buses [fig. 18, the buses extending in groups of 
five wires from the left input of the "S/Hs" to the "DACs"] that are separated 
from one another for communicating corresponding signals, a given local 
bus having a first bus section coupled to a second plurality of terminals 
associated with said given local bus [fig. 18, the section extending from the 
"DACs"] and extending in a manner to cross over said first bus [fig. 18, over 
the "SCK1...5"] and a second bus section extending from said first bus 
section and having conductors thereof coupled in a local, clustering bus 
arrangement [fig. 18, the section after crossing the "SCK1...5" ending in the 
left input of the "S/Hs"] to the second terminals of switches associated with 
said given local bus of said plurality of switches, the associated switches 
having the third terminals thereof coupled to consecutively disposed column 
conductors [fig. 18,"O0...99"], respectively, of said array. 

Note: It is implicitly disclosed that semiconductors are involved. A skilled 
person identifies the term "integrated circuit (IC)" [D1, col. 1, lines 56-58] with 
standard microelectronic components made out of a semiconductor material 
as e.g. silicium. 

Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 is not novel. 

4 The subject-matter of the claims dependent on claim 1 is not novel according to 
Article 33(2) PCT or not inventive according to Article 33(3) PCT. 

4.1 Claim 2: D1 discloses a 'TIMING GENERATOR" providing switch control 
signals and "DACs" providing picture information signals to the sample-and- 
hold circuits [fig. 18]. Since each of the 20 outputs of the "DACs" is coupled 
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systematically to five sample-and-hold circuits, a 1-of-5 demultiplexing is 
achieved under the control of the "TIMING GENERATOR". Thus, the 
subject-matter of claim 2 is not novel. 

4.2 Claim 3: Figure 18 of D1 shows five "sub-groups of switches being coupled 
in common to the corresponding conductor of said first bus", i.e. each sub- 
group is coupled to the same wire "SCK" of the "TIMING GENERATOR". 
Thus, the subject-matter of claim 3 is not novel. 

4.3 Claim 4: D1 discloses in figure 18 that the conductors of said second bus 
section of said given local bus are disposed in a vicinity of said switches 
[fig. 18, shortest possible connection] associated with said given bus and 
remotely from switches [fig. 18, maximum possible distance in the applied 
linear arrangement] associated with the other local buses of said plurality of 
local buses to provide bus separation [fig. 18, separation is achieved] for 
obtaining the local clustering bus arrangement. Thus, the subject-matter of 
claim 4 is not novel. 

4.4 Claim 5: D1 discloses in figure 18 that the conductors of said first bus [wires 
"SCK1 ...5" from the "TIMING GENERATOR"] extent along said plurality of 
semiconductor switches. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 5 is not novel. 

4.5 Claim 6: D1 discloses data line drivers [fig. 18, controlled by the wire "OE" 
from the "TIMING GENERATOR"]. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 6 is not 
novel. 

5 As far as claim 7 could be understood (cf. item VIII), it would appear that its 
subject-matter is not novel within the meaning of Article 33(2) PCT and not 
inventive within the meaning of Article 33(3) PCT. 

5.1 D2 discloses a signal demultiplexer [fig. 2, "n x m matrix wiring circuit 
connected to M signal lines (m < M) for the N x M active matrix", col. 3, 
lines 13-15; col. 4, lines 2-8] for a display panel [fig. 1], comprising: 

a plurality of clusters of switches [fig. 2, ref. 6; col. 3, lines 57-61; in D2 
(cf. fig. 2) a cluster of switches forms part of the corresponding "BLOCK"], 
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each cluster [="BLOCK n ] having ordinally numbered switches 1 thru n 
arranged sequentially, and each switch having respective input, output and 
control terminals ["AS transistors", col. 3, line 61] with control terminals of all 
switches in each cluster connected to a common control terminal [fig. 2 and 
fig. 6, "g(1)" for "1st BLOCK", etc.; col. 3, line 63 to col. 4, line 12], and 
having respective output terminals coupled to successive data lines on said 
display panel [fig. 1 and fig. 18, "S(1)...S(M)"]; 

a plurality of clusters of data buses [fig. 2, "signal lines s(1)...s(m)" of 
the corresponding "BLOCK"], each cluster of data buses having ordinally 
numbered conductors 1 thru n, the ordinally numbered conductors of 
respective clusters of data buses being coupled to input terminals of 
corresponding ordinally numbered switches of a plurality of said clusters of 
switches [fig. 2]; 

a control bus including a plurality of conductors, said control bus 
arranged to crossover [fig. 6; col. 3, lines 24-26; col 5, lines 30-37] said 
plurality of clusters of data buses; and 

connections between one of said plurality of conductors [fig. 2 and 
fig. 6, "g(1)...g(n)"] of said control bus and respective common control 
terminals of said clusters of switches. 



Thus, the subject-matter of claim 7 is not novel. 



5.2 Furthermore, it is noted that the subject-matter merely presents the wiring of 
a standard demultiplexer. Such a device is known to a person skilled in the 
art. The "crossover" of data lines and control lines is unavoidable in order to 
use the device. Therefore, arranging the "crossover" at the input or the 
output of the switches is merely a selection routinely performed by a skilled 
person. Consequently, without relating to any document of the prior art, the 
subject-matter is considered to be not inventive. 

6 As far as claim 8 and its dependent claim 9 could be understood (cf. item VIII), it 
would appear that its subject-matter is not novel within the meaning of Article 
33(2) PCT and not inventive within the meaning of Article 33(3) PCT. 

The subject-matter of claim 7 and claim 8 would appear the same since only the 
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wording is slightly different. Therefore, the same reasoning as for claim 7 applies. 
Furthermore, since the feature of claim 9 also forms part of the subject-matter of 
claim 7, the same reasoning as for claim 7 applies to the subject-matter of 
claim 9. 



7 Re Item VII: Certain defects in the international application 



7.1 The terms "buss" and "busses" are orthographically incorrect. 

7.2 The features of all the claims should be provided with reference signs to the 
figures placed in parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

7.3 The independent claims are not in the correct two-part form, with those 
features known in combination from the prior art (document D1 respectively 
D2) being placed in the preamble and with the remaining features being 
included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 

7.4 According to Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the description should acknowledge and 
cite the relevant prior art, specifically documents D1 and D2. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT . Interna tional application No. PCT/US99/1 0227 

I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1-8 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-9 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1 /3-3/3 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims V9 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-9 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No; Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VIL Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the International application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 ; US-A-5 170 158 (SHINYA MASAKO) 8 December 1992 (1992-12-08) 
D2: US-A-5 113 181 (INOUE HIROSHI ET AL) 12 May 1992 (19924)5-12) 

2 Re Item VIII: Certain observations according to Article 6 PCT 

2.1 Claim 1 and some of its dependent claims do not satisfy the clarity 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2.1 .1 The term "first bus" [line 9] is introduced. This term implies that a 
second bus exists. Since such a bus is never introduced, it is 
unclear whether or not a "second bus" forms part of the device. 

2.1 .2 Claim 1 introduces semiconductor switches each having "a first 
terminal" [lines 7-8] and, furthermore, "a first plurality of 
terminals" [line 9]. In view of the claim it appears that these 
terminals are separate items. This is obscure since the description 
states that signals are communicated between these terminals 
[description, page 2, lines 18-19]. 

2.1 .3 Moreover, for similar reasons, it is unclear where a "second 
plurality of terminals" [line 13] is located and whether or not they 
are connected to the second terminals of the switches. 

2.1 .4 It is unclear whether the "first bus section" [line 13] or the "second 
plurality of terminals" [line 13] is "extending in a manner to cross 
over said first bus" [lines 14-15]. 

2.1 .5 The wording "cross over [line 15] is only significant when it is 
clear that the arrangement has a two-dimensional, planar 
structure. 

2.1 .6 The term "clustering bus arrangement 11 [line 17] is not further 
defined and, therefore, it does not impose a limitation. 

2.1 .7 The relationships in lines 15-18 are unclear p.. .extending from [...] 
coupled in [...] to [...] associated with..,"]. 

2.1 .8 According to the present wording the "column conductors" 

[line 20], which are a part of the display device, also form part of 
the "arrangement". 

2.1 .9 Claim 2: It is obscure how (passive) terminals may "develop" 
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(active) signals. Furthermore, the demultiplexer is not defined by 
structural technical features but as a result to be achieved. 

2.1.10 Claim 4: The terms "in a vicinity of" [fine 11] and "remotely from" 
[line 12] are relative terms which have no pre-assigned, precise 
meaning. Moreover, the term "local clustering bus arrangement" 
[line 14] is not defined (cf. claim 1, point 2.1.6 above). 

2.1 .1 1 Claim 6: According to the present wording, the input terminals of 
the corresponding data line drivers form part of the "arrangement". 

2.2 Claim 7 and 8 and its dependent claim do not satisfy the clarity requirements 
of Article 6 PCT. 

2.2.1 Claims 7-9 use terms that are different from the terms used in 
claims For example, the device of claim 7 comprises 
"clusters of data buses" and "a control bus* whereas the device of 
claim 1 comprises "a plurality of local buses" and "a first bus". 

Moreover,-it appears that "a cluster of data buses" in claim 7 is 

equal to "a data bus" in claim 8. This is an inconsistent wording. 
Similar inconsistencies are noted for the terms used for the 
terminals of the switches. 

2.2.2 In claim 7 it is unclear whether the "cluster of data buses" or the 
"data buses" [lines 3-4] itself have ordinally numbered conductors 
and to which numbering lines 6 to 7 refer. 

2.2.3 Claim 7-8: According to the present wording, the "successive data 
lines on said display panel" [claim 7, line 2; claim 8, line 20] form 
part of the demultiplexer. 

2.2.4 Claim 7-8: For the wording "crossover" [claim 7, line 9; claim 8, 
line 30] compare point 2.1.5 above. 

3 Re Item V: Reasoned statement under Article 33 PCT 

3.1 As far as claim 1 could be understood (cf. item VIII), it would appear that its 
subject-matter is not novel within the meaning of Article 33(2) PCT. 

D1 discloses an arrangement for transferring pixel information with respect 
to pixels arranged in columns and rows of an array of a display device 
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[col. 1, lines 5-19], comprising: 

a plurality of semiconductor switches, each having a first terminal, a 
second terminal and a third terminal [fig. 18, "S/H n = sample-and-hold circuit; 
a sample-and-hold circuit is a special type of switch; see also the note 
below]; 

a first bus [fig. 18, the wires "SCK1...5" extending from the "TIMING 
GENERATOR"] coupled to a first plurality of terminals [fig. 18, right input 
terminals of "S/HsT for communicating corresponding signals; 

a plurality of local buses [fig. 18, the buses extending in groups of 
five wires from the left input of the "S/Hs" to the "DACsT that are separated 
from one another for communicating corresponding signals, a given local 
bus having a first bus section coupled to a second plurality of terminals 
associated with said given local bus [fig. 18, the section extending from the 
u DACs M ] and extending in a manner to cross over said first bus [fig. 18, over 
the "SCK1 ...5"] and a second bus section extending from said first bus 
section and having conductors thereof coupled in a local, clustering bus 
arrangement [fig. 18, the section after crossing the ,^ SCK1...5 ,, ending in the 
left input of the "S/Hs"] to the second terminals of switches associated with 
said given local bus of said plurality of switches, the associated switches 
having the third terminals thereof coupled to consecutively disposed column 
conductors [fig. 18, t, O0...99"] l respectively, of said array. 

Note: It is implicitly disclosed that semiconductors are involved, A skilled 
person identifies the term "integrated circuit (IC) n [D1, col. 1, lines 56-58] with 
standard microelectronic components made out of a semiconductor material 
as e.g. silicium. 

Thus, the subject-matter of claim 1 is not novel. 

4 The subject-matter of the claims dependent on claim 1 is not novel according to 
Article 33(2) PCT or not inventive according to Article 33(3) PCT. 

4.1 Claim 2: D1 discloses a "TIMING GENERATOR" providing switch control 
signals and "DACs" providing picture information signals to the sample-and- 
hold circuits [fig. 18]. Since each of the 20 outputs of the B DACs M is coupled 



# 
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systematically to five sample-and-hold circuits, a 1-of-5 demultiplexing is 
achieved under the control of the TIMING GENERATOR". Thus, the 
subject-matter of claim 2 is not novel. 

4.2 Claim 3: Figure 18 of D1 shows five "sub-groups of switches being coupled 
in common to the corresponding conductor of said first bus", i.e. each sub- 
group is coupled to the same wire *SCK" of the TIMING GENERATOR". 
Thus, the subject-matter of claim 3 is not novel. 

4.3 Claim 4: D1 discloses in figure 18 that the conductors of said second bus 
section of said given local bus are disposed in a vicinity of said switches 
[fig. 1 8, shortest possible connection] associated with said given bus and 
remotely from switches [fig. 18, maximum possible distance in the applied 
linear arrangement] associated with the other local buses of said plurality of 
local buses to provide bus separation [fig. 18, separation is achieved] for 
obtaining the local clustering bus arrangement. Thus, the subject-matter of 
claim 4 is not novel. 

4.4 Claim 5: D1 discloses in figure 18 that the conductors of said first bus [wires 
"SCK1...5 P from the TIMING GENERATOR"] extent along said plurality of 
semiconductor switches. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 5 is not novel. 

4.5 Claim 6: D1 discloses data line drivers [fig. 1 8, controlled by the wire "OE" 
from the TIMING GENERATOR"]. Thus, the subject-matter of claim 6 is not 
novel. 

5 As far as claim 7 could be understood (cf. item VIII), it would appear that its 
subject-matter is not novel within the meaning of Article 33(2) PCT and not 
inventive within the meaning of Article 33(3) PCT. 

5.1 D2 discloses a signal demultiplexer [fig. 2 ( "nxm matrix wiring circuit 
connected to M signal lines (rn < M) for the N x M active matrix", col. 3, 
lines 13-1 5; col. 4, fines 2-8] for a display panel [fig. 1], comprising: 

a plurality of clusters of switches [fig. 2, ref. 6; col. 3, lines 57-61 ; in D2 
(cf. fig, 2) a cluster of switches forms part of the corresponding "BLOCK*], 
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each cluster [="BLOCIC] having ordinally numbered switches 1 thru n 
arranged sequentially, and each switch having respective input, output and 
control terminals f AS transistors", col. 3, line 61] with control terminals of all 
switches in each cluster connected to a common control terminal [fig. 2 and 
fig. 6, tf g(1)" for "1st BLOCK", etc.; col. 3, line 63 to col. 4, line 12], and 
having respective output terminals coupled to successive data lines on said 
display panel [fig. 1 and fig. 18, tt S(1)...S(M^; 

a plurality of clusters of data buses [fig. 2, "signal lines s(1)...s(m)" of 
the corresponding ''BLOCK"], each cluster of data buses having ordinally 
numbered conductors 1 thru n, the ordinally numbered conductors of 
respective clusters of data buses being coupled to input terminals of 
corresponding ordinally numbered switches of a plurality of said clusters of 
switches [fig, 2]; 

a control bus including a plurality of conductors, said control bus 
arranged to crossover [fig. 6; col. 3, lines 24-26; col 5, lines 30-37] said 
plurality of clusters of data buses; and " 

connections between one of said plurality of conductors [fig. 2 and 
fig. 6, ' , g(1)-..g(n)^ of said control bus and respective common control 
terminals of said clusters of switches. 

Thus, the subject-matter of claim 7 is not novel. 

5.2 Furthermore, it is noted that the subject-matter merely presents the wiring of 
a standard demultiplexer. Such a device is known to a person skilled in the 
art. The "crossover" of data lines and control lines is unavoidable in order to 
use the device. Therefore, arranging the "crossover" at the input or the 
output of the switches is merely a selection routinely performed by a skilled 
person. Consequently, without relating to any document of the prior art, the 
subject-matter is considered to be not inventive. 

6 As far as claim 8 and its dependent claim 9 could be understood (cf. item VIII), it 
would appear that its subject-matter is not novel within the meaning of Article 
33(2) PCT and not inventive within the meaning of Article 33(3) PCT. 

The subject-matter of claim 7 and claim 8 would appear the same since only the 
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wording is slightly different. Therefore, the same reasoning as for claim 7 applies. 
Furthermore, since the feature of claim 9 also forms part of the subject-matter of 
claim 7, the same reasoning as for claim 7 applies to the subject-matter of 
claim 9. 



7 Re Item VII: Certain defects in the international application 



7.1 The terms w buss M and "busses* are orthographically incorrect. 

7.2 The features of all the claims should be provided with reference signs to the 
figures placed in parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

7.3 The independent claims are not in the correct two-part form, with those 
features known in combination from the prior art (document D1 respectively 
D2) being placed in the preamble and with the remaining features being 
included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 

7.4 According to Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the description should acknowledge and 
cite the relevant prior art, specifically documents D1 and D2. 
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